Basic Detail Report

Bell

Date
1849

Medium
Wood, metal

Description

Wooden elephant bell from Shri Lanka. The bell is a hollow
cylinder with a slit cut halfway in the front bottom edge.
The two clappers are in two parts, with an angled arm at
the top, and a separate lower mallet attached and hinged

by metal rods. The clappers are at the sides, and attached
to the main part of the bell by a cord that runs through
holes in the sides near the top. When the bell is lifted by this cord the clappers are able to move freely and
to strike the cylinder. Alternatively, the clappers will strike the cylinder as it is swung from side to side by

the movement of the elephant as it walks.
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